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Daily Bible Readings for Advent 2018

Sunday, Dec. 2:  Light one candle and read Genesis 3: 1-6, 14-15.

The following is adapted from a devotional by Ray Pritchard: “‘I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel.’  This is the first promise given after Adam 
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden…  These words spoken by 
God contain the first promise of redemption in the Bible.  Everything else in the 
Bible flows from these words in Genesis 3:15.  As the acorn contains the mighty 
oak, so these words contain the entire plan of salvation.  Although you may not 
see it at first glance, Christ is in this verse.  He is the ultimate Seed of the 
Woman who would one day come to crush the serpent’s ugly head.  In the 
process his ‘heel’ would be bruised on the cross.  In short, this verse predicts that 
Jesus would win the victory over Satan but would himself be wounded at the 
same time…  When God wanted to save the world, he didn’t send a committee; 
he sent his Son.  When God wanted to say, ‘I love you,’ he wrapped his love note 
in swaddling clothes.  When God wanted to crush Satan, he started in a stable in 
Bethlehem.  Even in Eden, God was planning for Christmas.  He was thinking of 
you before you were born because he knew that one day you would need a 
Savior.  That’s why we celebrate the birth of Christ.  Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come!”

Monday, Dec. 3:  Light one candle and read Zechariah 9: 9 and Matthew 21: 
1-9.

Hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth, prophets of the Old Testament foretold 
many details of His birth, life, and death.  There are those who say that all these 
details are just coincidences, but this has been demonstrated to be 
mathematically impossible.  Lee Strobel’s book The Case for Christ quotes Dr. 
Louis Lapides: “The probability of just eight prophecies being fulfilled (by one 
person) is one chance in one hundred million billion.”  Yet, Jesus’ life fulfilled 
hundreds of Old Testament prophecies. With so many, it’s clearly a mathematical 
impossibility that all those prophecies could be fulfilled in the life of one man just 
by chance.  Therefore, we must conclude that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  
This prophecy from Zechariah 9 was made hundreds of years before the event it 
describes, and most Jews accepted it as referring to the Messiah.  It was fulfilled 
in Matthew 21 as Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday.  The shouts “Hosanna to the Son of David!” and the spreading of cloaks 
on the ground demonstrated that the crowd acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah.  
Barclay writes: “It was not the kingship of the throne which he claimed; it was the 
kingship of the heart.  He came humbly and riding upon a donkey… In western 
lands the donkey is a despised beast; but in the east the donkey could be a 
noble animal.  Often a king came riding upon a donkey, but when he did, it was 
the sign that he came in peace. . . So, when Jesus claimed to be king, he 
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claimed to be the king of peace.  He showed that he came, not to destroy, but to 
love; not to condemn, but to help; not in the might of arms, but in the strength of 
love. . . It was (an) . . . invitation to men to open, not their palaces but their hearts 
to him.”  Have you opened your heart to Jesus as your Savior?

Tuesday, Dec. 4:  Light one candle and read Psalm 41: 9.  

In this verse from Psalm 41 we find another of the Old Testament prophecies 
fulfilled in the life of Jesus.  King David foretells of Judas’ betrayal of Jesus.  As 
one of the twelve disciples, Judas had traveled with Jesus, heard His preaching, 
watched Him command the wind and the waves, seen miracles of healing and 
even the raising of the dead.  Yet, Judas would betray his “close friend” (ESV) for 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of a slave in ancient Israel.  Of this verse, the 
great 19th century preacher Charles Spurgeon wrote: “The kiss of the traitor 
wounded our Lord's heart as much as the nail wounded his hand.  ‘In whom I 
trusted…’ Where we place great confidence, an unkind act is the more severely 
felt… Judas dipped in the same dish with his Lord, and… (thus) the more (awful) 
was his treachery in his selling his Master.”  Jesus quoted from this verse at the 
last supper (John 13:18) indicating He knew who would betray Him.  During this 
busy season, let’s take a few moments to consider: Do our lives give witness to 
our “friendship” with Jesus, or do we also betray Him by chasing the material 
goods of this world?

Wednesday, Dec. 5:  Light one candle and read Psalm 22: 1-8, 16-18.

In Psalm 22 we find a truly extraordinary Old Testament prophecy about the 
promised Messiah.  It would be 1000 years after David wrote this psalm that 
Jesus would die on the cross.  It would have been impossible for David to have 
witnessed a crucifixion because this method of execution was unknown in his 
time. Neverthe-less, in these verses, he clearly depicts the suffering Jesus would 
endure on the cross.  Under divine inspiration, David graphically describes the 
circumstances of Jesus’ death.  Jesus spoke the words in verse 1 while hanging 
on the cross (Matt. 27:46).  Verses 6-8 describe the scorn and ridicule He would 
endure during the crucifixion, while verses 16-18 foretell of the nails that would 
pierce His hands and feet and the Roman soldiers gambling for His clothing.  Wil 
Pounds writes: “‘The fulfillment in the nailing of the hands and of the feet of the 
Crucified One to the cross is clear… He can count His bones because He is 
forcibly stretched out making all His bones stand out as He tries to breath.  
People mingle about the cross mocking Him…  This Psalm is written as if the 
author were standing beneath the cross!  Who but God could have written these 
words?”  God’s great gift of salvation was purchased at a terrible price – the 
Christ child we celebrate in this season was born to die an agonizing death.  Let 
us remember that the most wonderful gift of all this Christmas came from God 
the Father: His beloved Son Jesus.  Glory be to God!
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Thursday, Dec. 6:  Light one candle and read Psalm 31:5.

In Luke 23:46 we read, “Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit!’  And having said this, he breathed his last.”   
“Commit” literally means to “deposit” or “entrust.”  These words from Psalm 31 
were Jesus’ dying words and He used them to “entrust” His spirit to His loving 
Father.  Charles Spurgeon wrote: “These living words of David were our Lord's 
dying words, and have been frequently used by holy men in their hour of 
departure.  Be assured that they are good, choice, wise, and solemn words… 
Observe the object of the good man's (concern) in life and death is not his body 
or his (wealth), but his spirit; this is his jewel, his secret treasure; if this be safe, 
all is well.  See what he does with his pearl!  He commits it to the hand of his 
God…  All things are safe in Jehovah's hands; what we entrust to the Lord will be 
secure…  At all times we should commit and continue to commit our all to Jesus' 
sacred care, then, though life may hang on a thread, and adversities may 
multiply as the sands of the sea, our soul shall dwell at ease, and delight itself in 
quiet resting places.” May it be so for us, Amen. 

Friday, Dec. 7:  Light one candle and read Psalm 118: 22-23.

These verses tell us more about the promised Messiah and is the Old Testament 
text most frequently quoted in the New Testament.  The “cornerstone” (NIV, ESV) 
is the first stone laid in the construction of a building’s foundation and it is critical 
because all other stones are set in relationship to that stone.  In the gospels 
(Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17) Jesus clearly applied these verses to 
Himself.  And, in Acts 4:10-12, Peter reaffirmed it: “… Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead.  For Jesus is the one 
referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, 'The stone that you builders rejected 
has now become the cornerstone.'  There is salvation in no one else!  God has 
given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved." (NLT) Of 
verse 23, commentator David Guzik writes: “The Psalmist spoke here on behalf 
of those redeemed by the Lord and whose life and future is built upon that chief 
cornerstone.  They rejoice in God’s marvelous work, despite the rejection of the 
builders.”  In this Advent season, do you rejoice in the “marvelous work” that God 
has done in your life?  Is your life built on the chief cornerstone?  Give Him 
thanks and glory today!

Saturday, Dec. 8:  Light one candle and read Isaiah 7: 14.   

For hundreds of years God’s people eagerly awaited the fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy about the Messiah.  As we observe Advent, we too can experience the 
excitement of anticipating the Messiah’s arrival.  This verse from Isaiah contains 
another Old Testament prophecy:  the Messiah would be born to a “virgin.”  We 
see the prophecy fulfilled in the Gospel of Matthew (Dec. 17), which records the 
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birth of Jesus to a virgin named Mary.  Wil Pounds writes: “All of Christianity rests 
upon the foundation of this prophecy in Isaiah chapter seven.  God meant the 
sign to be earth shaking.  God meant it to be such a sign that when it was 
actually fulfilled in history men would stand back and say, I saw God do it!  It is 
something only God can do.  The sign of Immanuel, ‘God with us,’ is the coming 
of the child of a virgin.  That sign was fulfilled in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  
Nothing in history approaches the mystery, beauty and glory of the LORD God 
coming to be with His people.”  Thank Him for this gift today! 

Sunday, Dec. 9:  Light two candles and read Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7.

Long ago, hundreds of years before the first Christmas, the prophet Isaiah 
offered these words of hope from God.  Under constant threat of foreign invasion, 
it was a time of great darkness for the people of Judah.  God promised to send a 
light that would shine on everyone living in the shadow of death.  In John 8:12, 
Jesus proclaimed that He was the promised light: “I am the light of the world.”  
Here Isaiah uses four names to describe the Messiah: “Wonderful Counselor,” 
“Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” and “Prince of Peace.”  Dr. Thomas 
Constable explains: “This child to be born to Isaiah's people would have traits 
that demonstrated God was with them.  Thus, He would be the ultimate fulfillment 
of the Immanuel sign.  Four titles underscore His deity and humanity.  ‘Wonderful 
Counselor’ is literally ‘wonder of a counselor’…  This ruler's counsel would 
(surpass)… human wisdom; He would have no need of human counselors to 
guide Him.  He would be ‘Mighty God,’ possessing all the power of God.  He 
would not only be the father of the nation in the sense that Israel's kings were, 
but He would be the ‘Eternal Father’ whose paternal reign would last forever, 
because He is God.  (And), He would be the ‘Prince of Peace,’ the monarch 
whose coming results in peace between God and man and between man and 
man.”  Isaiah’s message of hope was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus.  The 
sparkling lights of Christmas should always remind us of the “Light of the world,” 
who came to offer hope and to bring deliverance from sin for all who believe in 
Him.  Glory to God!

Monday, Dec. 10:  Light two candles and read Isaiah 42: 1-7. 

Isaiah 42 begins with the words: “Behold my servant…”  Today in the Word 
explains these verses describe “a Figure identified as the ‘servant’ of the Lord.  
This is a Person so amazing, so anointed by God, and so righteous that only the 
Lord Jesus Christ could fit the description.”  The “bruised reed” and the “faintly 
burning wick” (ESV) refer to the weak, the broken and the downtrodden of this 
world and the Servant will bring them comfort and encouragement.  Wil Pounds 
writes: “The task of the Servant is to establish ‘justice in the earth.’  This is the 
task of Immanuel, God with us.  Only God could accomplish such an awesome 
responsibility given to the Servant.  When Jesus returns at His Second Coming, 
He will bring justice to all the nations of the earth.”  Today in the Word adds:  The 
remaining verses show “how God will use His Servant to bring salvation to the 
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Gentiles, a process described as opening the eyes of the (spiritually) blind and 
freeing the captives (of sin).”  In the end, the Gospel is for all those who will 
respond to the love and forgiveness made available by God through his Son, 
Jesus.  Comfort, encouragement, light in the darkness, and forgiveness for sin – 
could there be any greater gifts at Christmas?  Take time today to thank our 
Heavenly Father for the wondrous gift of His Son.   

Tuesday, Dec. 11:  Light two candles and read Isaiah 53: 1-6.

The 53rd chapter of Isaiah contains some of the most extraordinary prophecies in 
the Old Testament.  The entire chapter describes the Messiah as a “suffering 
servant” (NASB), who would suffer for the sins of all people.  Commentary from 
Today in the Word explains: “The gravity of sin calls for extreme measures, but 
we can rest in God’s love because of Christ’s suffering on our behalf.”  Many 
commentators believe verse 2 means there was nothing about Jesus’ physical 
appearance that would have set Him apart from any other Jewish man.  He 
looked like a carpenter’s son – not a King.  Other commentators believe this 
verse describes Jesus on the cross.  From the New Living Translation, we read in 
Isaiah 52:14: “His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly human, and from his 
appearance, one would scarcely know he was a man.”  Whichever interpretation 
is correct, verse 3 describes the Servant as a “man of sorrows,” “despised” and 
“rejected by men.”  Such words are painful to read, but in them we understand 
with fresh awe the deep love of Jesus for us. He suffered greatly that we might 
have peace. He was despised so that we would have the eternal love of the 
Father. Today let us reflect on our heart’s position toward Jesus. Are we rejecting 
him or worshipping him? Is his sacrifice the source of our joy this Christmas or do 
we despise him? Give your heart to Jesus today!

Wednesday, Dec. 12:  Light two candles and read Isaiah 53: 7-12.

Today’s verses continue the remarkable prophecies found in Isaiah 53.  They 
foretell that the “suffering servant” will “not open his mouth” (NIV), but will submit 
to those who seek to take His life.  We see the prophecy fulfilled when, after His 
arrest, Jesus was taken before the high priest to face His accusers, and “Jesus 
remained silent.” (Matthew 26:63, ESV)  Jesus did not deserve to die, but it was 
the Lord’s will for Him to do so.  “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be 
the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through 
Christ.” (2 Cor. 5:21, NLT).  Jesus Christ – the sinless servant – suffered for our 
sake and endured the punishment for our sin (“the sin of many”, v.12) that we 
might be made acceptable before God.  As we celebrate the birth of the Savior, 
can you think of a more amazing and eternal gift?  Take time today to thank our 
Heavenly Father for the precious gift of His Son.  Praise His name!
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Thursday, Dec. 13:  Light two candles and read Micah 5: 2-5a.

The town of Bethlehem Ephrathah was south of Jerusalem and was the birth-
place of both King David and Jesus.  The town, known for its many vineyards 
and olive orchards, was small.  John Piper explains: “God chooses something 
small, quiet, out of the way, and does something there that changes the course of 
history and eternity.  Why?  Because when he acts this way we can't boast in the 
merits or achievements of men but only in the glorious mercy of God.”  The 
promised “ruler” would be Jesus – the Christ.  The prophet Micah accurately 
foretold the Messiah’s birth place some 700 hundred years before Jesus was 
born.  In Matthew 2:6, when King Herod asked the wise men where the Christ 
was to be born, they replied with these verses from Micah.  Piper notes: “That is 
why God saw to it that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, even though his mother 
and Joseph were living in Nazareth when she got pregnant.  He had to be born in 
Bethlehem, because he was this ruler of Micah 5.”  We also read that the 
promised Messiah would: “shepherd his flock” and “be their peace.” (ESV) Again, 
these prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus.  In John 10:11, He declares, “I am the 
good shepherd,” and in John 14:27, He promises, “I am leaving you with a gift - 
peace of mind and heart.  And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give.  So 
don't be troubled or afraid.” (NLT) The closer we walk with our Savior – the Good 
Shepherd – the more Christmas truly becomes a season of “peace.”  Amen.

Friday, Dec. 14:  Light two candles and read John 1: 1-5. 

The first words of the Book of Genesis are: “In the beginning God …” They are 
also the opening words of John’s Gospel.  Surely, this was intentional.  In the first 
chapter of his Gospel we find that John does not mention the name “Jesus” until 
verse 17.   He does not say that “Jesus” was in the beginning.  “Jesus” is the 
name given to the God-man, born of the Virgin Mary.  It is His human name, 
which is given Him only after His incarnation.  So, when John refers here to the 
pre-incarnate Lord, he calls Him “the Word.”  John is speaking of the Lord’s pre-
existence as “the second person of the Godhead.”  In these verses John 
emphasizes a critical truth of our faith:  Jesus is God.  Before He took on human 
flesh, “the Word” existed eternally as God and in fellowship with God the Father.  
This is the truth that John wanted to highlight:  The God who created the 
universe is the One who was found lying in a Bethlehem manger.  Our Lord 
did not “begin to be” in Bethlehem.  He was there when the world was created.  
He was there with God.  He was there as God.  Furthermore, affirmations of the 
deity of Jesus Christ are made repeatedly in the Gospel of John.  Jesus claims 
not only to be God (John 5:18; 10:30), but to “have come down from 
heaven” (John 6:38).  As we enjoy the festive lights of Christmas, they should 
remind us that the Child of Bethlehem is the “light of men,” bringing salvation and 
eternal “life” to all who believe in Him.  Scripture also tells us that some people 
tragically choose the darkness of their sins rather than the “Light of the world.”  
But these verses from John assure us that “the darkness can never 
extinguish” (NLT) God’s light in Jesus Christ.  We shine the light of the gospel 
amidst the present world’s darkness when we celebrate Christmas and tell others 
about Jesus.  Hallelujah!
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Saturday, Dec. 15:  Light two candles and read Matthew 1: 18-25

One of the distinctive features of the Gospel of Matthew is that it frequently points 
to prophecies fulfilled by the life of Jesus.  The NIV Study Bible: “Twelve times 
Matthew speaks of the OT being fulfilled, i.e., of events in NT times that were 
prophesied in the OT.”  We find one example in today’s Scripture as it quotes 
Isaiah 7:14 (Dec. 9).  A young woman named Mary was promised in marriage to 
Joseph a carpenter from Nazareth.  According to Jewish custom they were 
considered to be “husband and wife.”  Then, Joseph discovered that Mary was 
going to have a baby.  Not wanting to humiliate Mary, Joseph was going to call off 
their marriage and “divorce her quietly.”  However, Scripture tells us an “angel of 
the Lord” appeared to Joseph “in a dream.”  The angel instructed Joseph to “take 
Mary home as your wife,” because her baby was from the Holy Spirit.  Dr. 
Thomas Constable writes: “The appearance of an ‘angel of the Lord’ … ‘in a 
dream’ would have impressed Matthew's original Jewish readers that this 
revelation was indeed from God.”  Though the Bible tells us very little about 
Joseph, he provides us with a marvelous example of obedience to God.  When 
he “woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 
Mary home as his wife.” (NIV) The baby was born, and they named him Jesus 
(“the Lord saves”).  Like Joseph, do WE live our lives in humble obedience to 
God?  

Sunday, Dec. 16: Light three candles and read Luke 1: 26-38.  

David Guzik writes: “This is the first mention of Nazareth in the Old or New 
Testaments…  Though Nazareth is in the general region of Galilee, it is 15 miles 
away from the Sea of Galilee.  It is six miles from the closest major road.  
Nazareth had no good water supply; only one fairly weak well in the center of the 
village.  (Yet,) Jesus would forever be identified with this place, being repeatedly 
called Jesus of Nazareth.”  Luke tells the story of the Messiah arriving in a 
nondescript town to a young woman named Mary. And once again a humble 
character is elevated by Jesus, for Mary was not of high birth or well known, but 
set apart by a God who saw her in obscurity and gave her great honor. 
“Greatings, O favored one, the Lord is with you,” the angel says. Let’s worship 
God today for his upside-down kingdom that lifts the lowly up and honors the 
forgotten. And may we have the faith of Mary to say, “let it be done to me 
according to your word.”   Praise His Name!
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Monday, Dec. 17:  Light three candles and read Luke 2: 1-7.
 
Luke is the only Gospel writer who related the events he recorded with history.  
The Roman emperor Caesar Augustus (31 B.C.-A.D. 14) ordered that a census 
should be made for the purpose of military service and taxation.  In this way God 
used the decree of a pagan emperor to fulfill the prophecy of Micah 5:2.  
Bethlehem, the “city of David,” was roughly 80 miles from Nazareth, and the 
journey probably took Joseph and his pregnant wife Mary about a week.  When 
they arrived, they would have found the city crowded with others who were also 
there for the census.  It’s not surprising then that there was “no place for them in 
the inn.” (ESV) Finding “No Vacancy” signs posted everywhere they looked, 
Joseph and Mary took what shelter they could.  Thus, we read that when Jesus 
was born, he was placed “in a manger.”  A manger was a feeding trough for 
animals and so the tradition that Jesus was born in a stable.  In that part of the 
world, stables were often caves carved into rock walls.  So, despite the beautiful 
images found on many Christmas cards, the conditions of Jesus’ birth were very 
likely dark and dirty.  As we think about this very familiar part of the “Christmas 
story,” ask yourself: How can we make room for Jesus in our hearts and homes 
this Advent?

Tuesday, Dec. 18:  Light three candles and read Luke 2: 8-20.

In the wonderful unfolding of the Christmas story, God continued to reveal His 
Son, but often in unexpected ways.  The Reformation Study Bible explains: 
“Shepherds were a despised class because their work prevented them from 
keeping the ceremonial law.”  So, the story surprises us once more when Luke 
records that Jesus’ birth was announced not to men of power, wealth and 
position, but to “despised” shepherds out in the fields tending their flocks.  The 
angels invited the lowly shepherds to greet the “Lamb of God,” whose sacrifice 
would take away the “sin of the world” (John 1).  Naturally, at first the shepherds 
were terrified, but their fear turned to great joy when the angels announced the 
Savior’s birth.  The shepherds ran to see the baby; then they spread the word: 
“The Messiah has been born!”  The Jews had eagerly awaited this event for 
hundreds of years, and when it finally happened, the announcement was made 
to humble shepherds.  Indeed, the Good News about Jesus Christ is for 
everyone!  Is there someone in your life who you might overlook because they 
are “despised”? How might you share the story and the love of Jesus with them?
Like the shepherds on that first Christmas, let us proclaim: “Glory to God in the 
highest!”

Wednesday, Dec. 19:  Light three candles and read Matthew 2: 1-12.

King Herod, known as Herod the Great, was very ruthless in protecting his 
power, even having several members of his own family murdered.  So, when he 
heard from the wise men of an infant “born king of the Jews,” Herod plotted to kill 
Him too.  The Magi, or wise men, were not kings, but magicians or astrologers – 
possibly Zoroastrian wise men from Persia whose knowledge of the Hebrew 
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Scriptures could be traced back to the time of Daniel (Dan. 5:11).  Scripture does 
not tell us how many wise men there were, but the tradition there were three 
comes from the number of gifts they brought.  God supernaturally provided a 
bright star to guide them to where Jesus was.  Contrary to tradition, the Magi did 
not visit Jesus at the manger on the night of His birth.  Instead, Jesus was 
probably one or two years old by the time they found Him not in a manger, but in 
“the house.”  In God’s providence, their expensive gifts almost certainly helped 
pay for the family’s journey to Egypt (Matt. 2:13-15).  After worshipping the Child, 
God warned the wise men not to return to Herod, but instead “they returned to 
their own country by another route.” (NLT) This Christmas may it be our heart’s 
desire to set aside time to truly worship Jesus as the “wise men” did so long ago.  
Amen. 

Thursday, Dec. 20:  Light three candles and read John 3: 14-17.

Jesus used the term “Son of Man” more than 80 times in the Gospels not only to 
affirm that He was the Messiah, but also to emphasize His humanity – that He 
was fully human.  He was both the Son of God and the Son of Man.  When Jesus 
proclaimed that He “must be lifted up,” (NIV) this was the earliest reference to His 
future crucifixion.  Verse 16 is the key verse of the entire Gospel because as 
Romans 3:23 declares: “everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious 
standard” and Romans 6:23 tells us, “the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NLT) Because of our sins, 
we all deserve death – spiritual separation from God.  But Jesus by His death 
paid the penalty for our sins.  God loved this sinful “world” so much that He sent 
His only son to accept our punishment, pay the price for our sins, and then offer 
us a new life purchased with His blood – “that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life.”  F.B. Meyer wrote: “God gives us not quantity but quality of life.  Time 
is a method of thought necessitated by our human limitations, and therefore 
some day will come to its end.  Eternal Life is an ever-present NOW – of Love 
and Life and Light, enjoyed in fellowship with God.  And this is for Whosoever!  
Each of us may insert his or her name in the blank, and say, ‘that I may have 
eternal life.’  It is so wonderful, that the thought could not have been invented or 
suggested by the wit of man.  It bears the imprint and seal of God Himself…”  
“Christ… never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to 
God.” (1 Peter 3:18, NLT) This is the true meaning of Christmas: forgiveness of 
sin and life eternal with Christ.  Hallelujah!

Friday, Dec. 21:  Light three candles and read John 1: 29-34.

According to Jewish law, every morning and each evening, a lamb had to be 
sacrificed for the sins of the people.  This ritual had to be repeated every day, 
month after month and year after year.  But when Jesus – the “Lamb of God” – 
came into the world, He took “away the sin of the world” through His one perfect 
sacrifice.  Steven Cole explains: “‘The Lamb of God’ means that Jesus is 
the supreme Lamb and the only Lamb that God has provided to take away our 
sins.  There is no other.  ‘Of God’ means that God sent Jesus to bear our sins.  
He is God’s gift to us.  ‘Takes away’ signifies ‘atonement, and that by 
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substitution.’  He was made sin for us.  He died so that sinners who trust in Him 
will not incur God’s judgment.  Jesus’ sacrifice of Himself put an end once for all 
to all of the Jewish sacrifices.  ‘Takes away’ is also in the present tense, 
signifying the ongoing sufficiency of Jesus’ sacrifice and the fact that it is 
available at all times for every sinner who will trust in Him.”  John the Baptist 
proclaimed Jesus was the promised Messiah and testified that He was indeed 
“the Son of God.”  John the Baptist called people to repentance, but only Jesus 
can forgive sins.  Today, have you thanked God for forgiving your sins through 
the blood of the “Lamb of God”?  Praise His Name!  

Saturday, Dec. 22:  Light three candles and read Colossians 1: 15-20.  

These verses from Colossians 1 are not a traditional Christmas text, but are still 
appropriate.  Paul’s description of Jesus Christ helps us to better understand why 
Scripture calls the baby of Bethlehem ‘God with us’ (Matt. 1:23.)  When Joseph 
and Mary looked into the face of their son, they saw the image of the invisible 
God, ‘the exact representation of His being’… (Heb. 1:3) In v. 16, Paul tells us 
that as God, Jesus created the material and spiritual universe for His pleasure 
and to His glory.   Christ existed before all creation and is the moment-by-
moment sustainer and unifying power that holds the universe together (v.17).  If 
Jesus had surrendered any of His deity in the manger, the world would have 
come unglued.  Christ is also the “head” of the church which He founded, and as 
the first to rise from the dead, His resurrection anticipates and guarantees the 
resurrection of all believers.  Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, God’s 
righteousness is satisfied and peace between God and man is restored. Do you 
have peace with God?  Praise His Name!

Sunday, Dec. 23:  Light four candles and read Philippians 2: 5-11

R. C. Sproul writes: “The incarnation is a deep mystery, for we cannot fully 
understand how God could take on our humanity without giving up any of His 
deity.  We can, however, understand that the incarnation reveals God’s infinite 
love and grace.  He did not leave us alone in our sin but entered into the misery 
of this fallen world without becoming a sinner Himself in order to rescue us from 
eternal damnation.”  Ray Stedman once called these verses: “the most breath-
taking passage in all of Scripture.”  He explained: “This passage on the 
glorification of our Lord Jesus is the Mt. Everest among the mountain peaks of 
revelation concerning the Person of Christ, the amazing story of how the eternal 
Son of God stepped out of eternity into time, and became a man as God 
intended man to be.”  Finally, these verses tell us that at the last judgment, 
everyone – even those who deny Christ in this life – will bend their knee and 
acknowledge Jesus’ authority and power.  The Christmas season is a wonderful 
opportunity to “confess” to those around us: “Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior” 
and ask: “Is He yours?”
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Monday, Dec. 24:  Light four candles and read Revelation 19:11-16 and 21:1-4

Just like the people of Israel we have prophesies to read and treasure in our 
hearts. These texts in Revelation describe a day when the Son of Man will come 
again but this time he will be called “Faithful and True,” “The King of kings and 
Lord of lords.” He will come and with him will descend the holy city, the New 
Jerusalem, where the curse with its pain and tears will be no more. We too long 
and wait! We want all things to be made new! So today, as we eagerly hope for 
tomorrow’s celebrations, lets remind ourselves that our God was faithful before 
and we can trust him again. Come, Lord, Jesus!

Tuesday, Dec 25:

Light all the candles and reread the “Christmas story” from Luke 2:1-20.  Close 
with a prayer giving thanks to God for the gift of His Son, for providing the way of 
salvation, and asking His blessing on this holy day. 

   


