



Vision Groups Guide Week 1

Servants of Christ Jesus


Philippians 1:1


Introductions 

Take a few moments to greet one another.


Goofy ice breaker (optional) - if you were a hat, what kind of hat would 
you be and why?  ex. Storm Trooper Helmet, Sombrero, Sorting Hat, 
Husker Football Helmet.


Serious ice breaker (optional) - Think of the greatest servant you know.  
Who are they? What brought them to your mind?  A few people 
consider sharing.   


Opening Prayer 

Pray that God would use this time to give us hearts like his servants Paul and Timothy.  
Ask God to bring us in contact with the savior “who came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).”


Scripture and Summary  

Have someone read aloud Philippians 1:1, Acts 16:1-5, and 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.


Afterward, read aloud the following summary to refresh the group on the main points of 
the sermon. 


Paul normally addresses himself as an Apostle at the opening of his 
NT letters.  Here, for the first and only time he 1) addresses himself as 
a servant and 2) shares the title he gives himself with his companion.  
Why?  Even here at the beginning of the letter he is thinking about 



what he hopes this letter will produce in us: A servants heart. 
Specifically the willingness to give up one’s preference and rights for 
the sake of others and the gospel.  This is something we see 
exemplified beautifully in Timothy’s story - one that the church at 
Philippi would have been very familiar with (see Acts 16:1-5; 
Philippians 2:22).  It’s also exemplified time and time again in Paul’s 
life and ministry (1 Corinthians 9:19-23). Christ, of course, exemplifies 
this quality most gloriously.  The very heart of Paul’s letter is the hymn 
of Christ (2:1-11), where Christ is presented is the supreme servant of 
all, the one who was willing to give up all things to secure our eternal 
salvation at the cross. The point? Now served by Him and secure in 
his love, we are free to follow Paul and Timothy by living unselfishly, 
open-handedly, and sacrificially for the sake of others.  What might we 
be asked to give up as we make a move to 16th and A?  Whatever it 
might be, if our giving it up serves to further the gospel, its worth it.


Discussion 

Consider the sermon or your direct reading of Philippians 1 and Act 16:1-5.  Share 
something that surprised, encouraged, or challenged you. 

Consider Acts 16:1-5 and 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. Given the context of Paul’s words and 
Timothy’s example, discuss what it means to be a servant of Christ. Does anyone have 
an example of what it looks like to be served in this way?

Paul says: “Though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all that I might 
win more of them.” Also, “I have become all thing to all people, that by all means I might 
save some.” Discuss what this might look like in practice. In what ways is Paul 
suggesting we become like all people? How far does this principle go? In what ways are 
we called to become like all people and in what ways are we not? 

Timothy went through the painful process of circumcision though it was not required of 
him, sacrificing much so there would be no unnecessary barriers to others hearing the 
gospel.   What are some of the barriers in our church/culture that might hinder people 
from giving the gospel a chance? In other words, what is our “Circumcision” - the 
shibboleths (a distinguishing custom, principle, or belief - see Judges 12:4-6)  and 
intentional/unintentional ways we signal to people that they need to become like us 
before they really belong? 

What things specifically might we need to be aware of in this regard as we move to 16th 
and A?  How might we be asked to change in order to take on the form of a servant 
there?

How might these principles apply to our relationships with spouses, kids, friends? Any 
particular way that you are being called to be more of a servant in those contexts?



Though a slave of Christ, Paul elsewhere talks about being as free as he’s ever been. 
Paul talks about losing things and giving up all things for the sake of Christ but in the 
process becoming more free than when he started (Romans 6; Philippians 3). What’s 
he talking about? Have you ever experienced that brand of freedom before?  Tell the 
story. 

Have a few people sum up the main point of the text and its application in their own 
words. 

Closing Prayer

Have the whole group or a few select individual close in prayer, praying that we would 
grow to be servant hearted people like Paul and Timothy as we seek to follow our 
servant-hearted savior.  Consider reading aloud Philippians 2:1-11  and letting the 
verses there shape your prayers. 


