



Vision Groups Guide Week 2

Saints In Christ Jesus


Philippians 1:1-2


Introductions 

Take a few moments to greet one another.


Goofy ice breaker (optional) - Are you spring, summer, fall, or winter? 
Please share why.


Serious ice breaker (optional) - When you think of a “saint” in your life, 
who do you think of and why?


Opening Prayer 

Pray that God would use this time to impress upon our hearts what it means that we 
are “saints in Christ Jesus.”  


Scripture and Summary  

Have someone read aloud Philippians 1:1-2 


Afterward, read aloud the following summary to refresh the group on the main points of 
the sermon. 


Paul writes to the Philippian church reminding them that they are all saints in 
Christ Jesus.   Paul will use the phrase “you all” many times throughout the 
letter (ex. in his prayers, to describe his confidence, his gospel partnership, and 
his longings, etc - Philippians 1:4, 7, 8).  Each “you all” is intentional: Just as 
God’s grace embraces “all the saints”, Paul embraces every believer in Philippi 
(a very diverse group!), and he’s calling this church to embrace of one another 
in the same way because of who they are in Christ.  As they do this, God is 



glorified as the gospel’s reconciling power is given expression in their unity. 
Also, their love for one another and neighbor is be given space “to abound 
more and more.” (Phil 1:9)


Discussion 

Consider the sermon or your direct reading. Share something that surprised, 
encouraged, or challenged you. 

Saint is one of the most widely misunderstood words in our Christian vocabulary.  What 
do people normally think of when they think of a saint?  How is Paul’s usage different? 

Consider the 3 conversion stories in Acts 16:11-40. These were the first 3 “saints” in 
Philippi. What do you find most challenging or surprising here?  How might this inform 
our discussion about what it means to be a saint.

How does Philippians 3:8-9 give us insight on what it means to be a saint in Christ 
Jesus?

What about Philippians 3:13-16?  Does this verse help inform the discussion in any 
way?

Thomas Merton once said, “A saint is not someone who is good but who experiences 
the goodness of God.” What do you think of that definition?  Given the discussion thus 
far, what might you add or subtract from that definition? 

How might viewing yourself as a “saint in Christ Jesus” change the way you live? 

How does viewing others within the church as “saints in Christ Jesus” change your 
interactions with them? 

According to the sermon, how might this embrace overflow to those outside the walls of 
the church?  Do you have any examples? 

What might the implications be for our move to 16th and A?

Have a few people sum up the main point of the text and its application in their own 
words.

Closing Prayer

Have the whole group or a few select individual close in prayer, praying that we would 
grow in our ability to see ourselves and others as saints in Christ Jesus.  Pray for a 



loving community who’s compassion and kindness for one another would overflow to 
our neighbors outside the church.  


