
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision Groups Guide Week 3 
A Partnership in the Gospel 

Philippians 1:3-8 

Introductions 
 
Take a few moments to greet one another. 

 
Goofy ice breaker (optional) - If you could choose your age forever, 
what age would you choose and why? 
 
Serious ice breaker (optional) - Who is the person in your life you are 
most thankful for this week?  Why? 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Pray that God would use this time to bind us together in gospel partnership. 
 
Scripture and Summary  
 
Have someone read aloud Philippians 1:3-8 
 
Afterward, read aloud the following summary to refresh the group on the main points of 
the sermon.  
 

Paul is filled with thanksgiving and joy because of the partnership he has with 
the Philippians church.  They’ve stuck by him through thick and thin. He has 
been enriched and sustained by their constant support of his ministry and is 
encouraged by how this evidences the Spirit’s work in their lives. This is a 
dynamic relationship of mutual encouragement and love: a partnership in the 
gospel.  In this passage we see how valuable and powerful these partnerships 
can be and also what true gospel partnership is all about.  

 



 

 

 
Discussion 
 
How do people think of “fellowship” in your local church?  
 
Compare it with Paul’s view of fellowship. What makes Christian fellowship uniquely 
Christian? Let the text guide you.  What might you add to its insights from your own 
experience? 
 
How well connected are you within the Body of Christ?  Be honest. What are your hopes 
and dreams for how you might grow in this area of meaningful connection and 
partnership?  
 
If you are feeling disconnected and lonely, how might this passage encourage and/or 
challenge you? 
 
If you feel connected and relationally saturated, how might Philippians encourage and/or 
challenge you? 
 
How does the constant refrain “you all” play into this? 
 
In a church community, is it the primary responsibility of the church, or the individual, to 
get connected in meaningful / life-giving ways?   
 
If you could pray one thing for Grace Chapel to become in the true partnership of the 
gospel, what would you pray for?   
 
If you could pray one thing in terms of Grace Chapel being able to become more and 
more a true partnership in the gospel, what would you pray for?   
 
If you had to do the same thing for yourself, what would you pray for? 
 
Take some time to reflect on the following quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book 
Life Together.  
 

 
Bonhoeffer: “Innumerable times a whole Christian community has broken 
down because it had sprung from a wish dream.  The serious Christian, set 
down for the first time in a Christian community, is likely to bring with him a 
very definite idea of what Christian life together should be and to try to 
realize it.  But God’s grace speedily shatters such dreams.”   
 
“Just as surely as God desires to lead us to a knowledge of genuine 
Christian fellowship, so surely must we be overwhelmed by a great 



 

 

disillusionment with others, with Christians in general, and, if we are 
fortunate, with ourselves.” 
 “By sheer grace, God will not permit us to live even for a brief period in a 
dream world.  He does not abandon us to those rapturous experiences and 
lofty moods that come over us like a dream.  God is not a God of the 
emotions but the God of truth.  Only that fellowship which faces such 
disillusionment, with all its unhappy and ugly aspects, begins to be what it 
should be in God’s sight, begins to grasp in faith the promise that is given to 
it.”  
 
 “The sooner this shock of disillusionment comes to an individual and to a 
community the better for both.  A community which cannot bear and cannot 
survive such a crisis, which insists upon keeping its illusion when it should be 
shattered, permanently loses in that moment the promise of Christian 
community.  Sooner or later it will collapse.  Every human wish dream that is 
injected into the Christian community is a hindrance to genuine community 
and must be banished if genuine community is to survive.  He who loves his 
dream of a community more than the Christian community itself becomes a 
destroyer of the latter, even though his personal intentions may be ever so 
honest and earnest and sacrificial.”   

 
 
What is the difference between a wish dream and keeping a healthy, high, and 
biblically-informed standard for what community should be? 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Option 1: Have the group close with a season of prayer based on your discussion and 
insights.  
 
Option 2: Read this next passage together and have a closing season of prayer in 
response.  
 

Bonhoeffer: 
 
We thank God for what God has done for us. We thank God for giving us other 
Christians who live by God’s call, forgiveness, and promise. We do not 
complain about what God does not give us; rather we are thankful for what God 
does give us daily. And is not what has been given us enough: other believers 
who will go on living with us through sin and need under the blessing of God’s 
grace? Is the gift of God any less immeasurably great than this on any given 
day, even on the most difficult and distressing days of a Christian community?  



 

 

The bright day of Christian community dawns wherever the  early morning 
mists of dreamy visions are lifting.  
 
Thankfulness works in the Christian community as it usually does in the 
Christian life. Only those who give thanks for little things receive the great 
things as well. We prevent God from giving us the great spiritual gifts prepared 
for us because we do not give thanks for daily gifts. We think that we should 
not be satisfied with the small measure of spiritual knowledge, experience, and 
love that has been given to us, and that we must be constantly seeking the 
great gifts. Then we complain that we lack the deep certainty, the strong faith, 
and the rich experiences that God has given to other Christians, and we 
consider these complaints to be pious. We pray for the big things and forget to 
give thanks for the small (and yet really not so small!) gifts we receive daily. 
How can God entrust great things to those who will not gratefully receive the 
little things from God’s hand? If we do not give thanks daily for the Christian 
community in which we have been placed, even when there are no great 
experiences, no noticeable riches, but much weakness, difficulty, and little 
faith—and if, on the contrary, we only keep complaining to God that everything 
is so 
miserable and so insignificant and does not at all live up to our expectations—
then we hinder God from letting our community grow according to the measure 
and riches that are there for us all in Jesus Christ. 


