



Vision Groups Guide Week 8

Philippians 2:12-18


Introductions 

Take a few moments to greet one another.


Ice breaker (optional) - 	If you could meet any living person for a chat 
over a shared dinner, who would you pick and why?


Opening Prayer 

Scripture and Summary  

Have someone read aloud Philippians 2:12-18. 


Have someone summarize the main points of the sermon. 

Discussion 

In verse 15 we’re told to “shine as lights in the world.”  Similarly, in Ephesians 5:8 the 
church is directed to “walk as children of light.”  Christ famously calls Christians to be 
“the light of the world” and commands us to “let your light shine before others, so that 
they might see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven 
(Matthew 5:14-16).”  Discuss this rich metaphor.   Why does God choose light so often 
to describe the church’s identity and mission in the world?  What does it mean to 
shine? How might this apply to our move to 16th and A? 


It might be easy to misunderstand Paul’s command to “work out our salvation.…for it 
is God who works in you.”  On the one hand, there’s the danger of legalism, i.e. 
understanding Paul to mean that we’re to work “for” our salvation.  On the other hand, 



there’s the threat of laziness or license, i.e. believing there is no place for real work in 
Christian life or discipleship. Which error is most common in our culture?  What about 
our church?  Our own hearts?


Reflect on the following quote from Dallas Willard and discuss the role of effort in 
Christian discipleship: 


The enemy in our time is not human capacity, or over activism, but the enemy 
is passivity – the idea that God has done everything and you are essentially left 
to be a consumer of the grace of God and that the only thing you have to do is 
find out how to do that and do it regularly. I think this is a terrible mistake and 
accounts for the withdrawal of active Christians from so many areas of life 
where they should be present. It also accounts for the lack of spiritual growth, 
for you can be sure that if you do not act in an advised fashion consistently and 
resolutely you will not grow spiritually. We all know that Jesus said, (in John 15) 
‘without me you can do nothing’. We need to add, ‘if you do nothing, it will be 
most assuredly without him.’ 

Of course we must be concerned about works righteousness. I talk a lot about 
the value of spiritual disciplines but also the danger of using them as if they 
help us earn our salvation. But it is crucial to realize that grace is not 
opposed to effort, but to earning. Earning is an attitude, effort is action. 
Without effort, we would be nowhere. When you read the New Testament you 
see how astonishingly energetic it is. Paul says, ‘take off the old man, put on 
the new.’ There is no suggesting that this will be done for you.


John Piper has suggested that Paul’s meaning becomes clear when we read him as 
saying “work out you own salvation from a specific sin.”  If this is true, Paul has been 
concerned with specific sins throughout this letter.  Apply this text to those issues.  
What might it look like to work out your salvation from conceit?  Rivalry? Selfish 
ambition? 


What is the sin or issue that you feel the Spirit is asking you to work on?  What might it 
look like to work out your own salvation in this area? 


According to Paul, why should all this be done in fear and trembling? 


What does all this have to do with shining in the world?  

Closing Prayer

Have the whole group or a few select individuals close in prayer; pray the text over our 
lives and the future of our church.


